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Module Objectives 

 Introduce users to the data collected through the 2011-12 PSS and the resulting 
micro-level data files 

 Describe public-use data available: reports, tables, ElSi 

 Describe the resources available to learn more about the survey data documentation 
and data files 
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Collecting Data for the 2011-12 PSS  

 Questionnaire completed by one respondent at each 
private school: 

o Principal 

o Assistant/Vice Principal 

o Administrative employee 

 Data were collected by online or paper questionnaire 
or telephone interview 

 The module ‘Data Collected Through the Private 
School Universe Survey’ describes the range of 
topics covered in PSS in more detail and provides 
information about the frame and derived variables 
that are available for analysis 
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Data File Basics: Public-use Descriptive Statistics  

 Public-use descriptive statistics are available in 

o Reports 

o Tables 

o Elementary/Secondary Information System ElSi 

 Raw data are available in public-use format that requires use of a statistical software 
package for proper analysis 

 Questionnaire responses are available on the public-use data file with all responses 
reported except the number of high school graduates  

 

 

  

http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pss/pdf/Questionnaire_20112012.pdf
../PSS_03.html
../PSS_03.html
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/getpubcats.asp?sid=002
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/getpubcats.asp?sid=002
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/
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Accessing PSS Public-use Descriptive Statistics in Reports 

Characteristics of Private Schools in the United 
States: Results From the 2011-12 Private 
School Universe Survey 

 Selected findings, data tables, standard 
error tables, technical summary 
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Accessing PSS Public-use Descriptive Statistics in Tables 

 

  

http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2013316
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2013316
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2013316
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2013316
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Accessing PSS Public-use Descriptive Statistics in ElSi   

Elementary/Secondary Information System (ElSi) 

 Allows users to view public and private school data 

 Allows users  to create custom tables and charts from PSS data 
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Accessing PSS Public-use Descriptive Statistics in ElSi (Continued) 

Search published tables and create custom tables and analyses through: 

 quickFacts 

 expressTables 

 tableGenerator 

 

  

http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pss/datatools.asp
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Using quickFacts 
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Using expressTables 
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Using tableGenerator 
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PSS Public-use Data Files 

 

  

http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pss/pssdata.asp
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Data File Basics: Restricted-use Descriptive Statistics 

 Restricted-use data are available to researchers with a restricted-use license  

 Raw data are available in restricted-use format that requires use of a statistical 
software package for proper analysis 

 All questionnaire responses are available as reported on the restricted-use file  

 Researchers who are uncertain of which data file is right for their analytic purposes 
should first examine the public-use descriptive statistics provided in ElSi  
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Major Differences Between Public-use and Restricted-use Data 

 Public-use data (accessible via ElSi) allow users to generate custom tables with some 
limitations 

 Public-use data files allow the user to manipulate response categories and combine 
items into new variables, but do not contain the number of high school graduates 

 Restricted-use data files allow the user to manipulate response categories and 
combine items into new variables and contain all of the variables 
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Accessing the 2011-12 PSS Restricted-use Data Files DVD 

 Apply for a Restricted-use Data Licenses 

 Additional security measures apply when using 
restricted-use data 
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Contents of the 2011-12 PSS Restricted-use Data Files DVD 

Contains: 

 README file   

 Data files in ASCII, SAS, and SPSS 

 Syntax code for SAS and SPSS 

 PDFs of questionnaires 

 Data File User’s Manual 

 

  

http://nces.ed.gov/statprog/instruct.asp
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PSS Variable Naming Convention 

 Questionnaire variables start with the alphabetic prefix letter “P” 

 After the prefix letter, a three-digit code called the source code completes the variable 
name 

 Each source code is assigned to a particular questionnaire item response 

 There may be one or more source codes for any given questionnaire item – check the 
PDF of the questionnaire 
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Variable Labels 

Short text is used as a brief variable label name   
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Frame and Derived Variables 

 Frame variables come from the 2009-11 PSS file or 2010-11 PSS sampling frame 
update 

o PPIN (school’s permanent identification number) 

o PZIP (ZIP code of the school’s mailing address) 

 Derived variables are recoded variables or variables based on more than one 
questionnaire item 

o Alphabetic (no source code numbers) 
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Imputation 

 PSS data are fully imputed – this means all data records contain a response for each 
questionnaire item 

 Each item from the PSS questionnaires will be represented by two variables in the 
PSS data files 

o The fully imputed questionnaire variable 

o The imputation flag variable 

 Imputation flag example: 

o F_P250 questionnaire item 250   

 Imputation flag value: 

o 0 – No imputations were necessary 

o 4 – Imputed using hot deck imputation 

o 5 – Imputed based on post-imputation review 
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Weighting Variables 

 The selection of the geographic areas in the dual frame approach introduces a 
probabilistic element to the PSS, which is accounted for by sampling weights for the 
area frame cases 

o Even though PSS is a universe study, analysts will need to use sampling 
weights to account for the probabilistic nature of the area frame and the 
nonresponse adjustment 

 Final weight variable: PFNLWGT 

 Replicate weight variables: REPW1 – REPW88 
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Other PSS Resources 

 NCES Online Bibliography Search Tool 

 Data File User’s Manual  

 

  

http://nces.ed.gov/bibliography/
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/getpubcats.asp?sid=002


Getting Started with the PSS Data 

Page 12 of 12 

Slide 23 of 23 

Module Summary and Resources 

Summary 

 Introduce users to the data collected through the 2011-12 PSS and the resulting 
micro-level data files 

 Describe public-use data available: reports, tables, ElSi 

 Describe the resources available to learn more about the survey data documentation 
and data files 

Resources 

 Paper Questionnaire 

 Data Collected Through the Private 
School Universe Survey 

 Reports 

 Tables 

 ElSi 

 Characteristics of Private Schools in the 
United States: Results From the 2011-
12 Private School Universe Survey 

 Public-use Data Files 

 Restricted-use Data Licenses 

 Online Bibliography Search Tool 

 Data File User’s Manual 

 

http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pss/pdf/Questionnaire_20112012.pdf
../PSS_03.html
../PSS_03.html
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/getpubcats.asp?sid=002
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/getpubcats.asp?sid=002
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pss/tableswhi.asp
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/elsi/
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2013316
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2013316
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2013316
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2013316
http://nces.ed.gov/statprog/instruct.asp
http://nces.ed.gov/bibliography/
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/getpubcats.asp?sid=002

